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When one thinks 

of Portsmouth, 

Virginia hiking is not 

the activity that often 

springs to mind. For 

we who live here that 

is a happy fact; we get 

to enjoy these 

gorgeous locations 

with some degree of 

secrecy. 

Portsmouth’s 

waterfront is second 

to none. Recent 

rejuvenation by city 

officials has brought 

microbreweries and restaurants to less than three blocks from the Elizabeth River, as it twists along the 

city’s edge, separating it from Norfolk’s beautiful and recently very vibrant waterfront.  

Speaking of food, Trip 

Advisor ranks the ten 

best places to eat in 

the entire city – seven 

of which are within 

four blocks of the 

riverfront.  

Uninterrupted broad 

sidewalks allow 

sweeping views of the 

river, including the 

many shipyards along 

the river – and all 

those amazing large 

vessels up close.  One 

can hike over one and 

2View from Swimming Point looking toward Norfolk on a beautiful summer afternoon. 

1Portsmouth's incredible waterfront at twilight facing the BAE shipyard where a Navy destroyer is 

being repaired. 

https://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurants-g58083-Portsmouth_Virginia.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurants-g58083-Portsmouth_Virginia.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurants-g58083-Portsmouth_Virginia.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurants-g58083-Portsmouth_Virginia.html


half miles of 

waterfront before 

having to cross a 

street. That makes for 

an amazing workout. 

No matter the time of 

day – early morning, 

midday, twilight – the 

views are 

breathtaking.  

Even during the 

change of seasons or 

in other than ideal 

weather, the scenes 

are so interesting it is 

easy to overlook such 

details.  

There are an array of 

hotel choices along 

Portsmouth’s waterfront vicinity, and often the rates are better than those just across in Norfolk.  

Should you want to venture across – which is highly recommended - the ferry to Norfolk is just a few 

dollars round trip, 

leaves frequently and 

is always on time.  

Just about seven 

miles up the Elizabeth 

River toward Suffolk 

lies a most scenic lake 

and nearly two-mile 

series of hiking paths.  

Hoffler Creek Wildlife 

Foundation 

encompasses Lake 

Ballard and is 

bordered by Hoffler 

Creek, just a few 

hundred yards off the 

Elizabeth.  

3View from Portsmouth's waterfront facing Norfolk's newly vibrant waterfront. 

4Hoffler Creek Wildlife Foundation's hiking trail includes several places to sit and enjoy Lake 
Ballard. 

https://www.hotels.com/de1514802/hotels-portsmouth-virginia/
https://www.hotels.com/de1514802/hotels-portsmouth-virginia/
https://gohrt.com/services/ferry/


A broad, flat main 

trail circles the lake, 

but several trails 

shoot off into the 

woods offering 

narrow and 

challenging hiking 

experiences. 

There are several 

geocaching locations 

here as well, making 

the day fun for kid of 

all ages.  

The Foundation’s 

hours are to be noted, 

and change during 

various season, as 

well, it is closed on 

Monday normally. 

Also, wheeled 

equipment of any 

kind is prohibited in 

order to protect the 

habitat of many 

protected species of 

animals, making it all 

that more hiker-

friendly. 

So, whether you enjoy 

wide open riverfront 

with lots of views and 

fun places to eat and 

drink, or secluded 

natural places to 

reconnect and find 

peace, Portsmouth, 

Virginia is for you. 

### 

 

6Although Hoffler Creek Wildlife Foundation's trails circle the lake, the paths themselves are 
breathtaking. 

5Deep in the wood at Hoffler Creek Wildlife Foundation are several choice places for rest and 
meditation. 

https://www.geocaching.com/geocache/GC2F3ZY_cjs-hoffler-creek-wildlife-preserve?guid=454e6eac-dc30-46d3-8170-69a9d283eef2
https://www.geocaching.com/geocache/GC2F3ZY_cjs-hoffler-creek-wildlife-preserve?guid=454e6eac-dc30-46d3-8170-69a9d283eef2

